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In October 2008 Meath County Childcare Committee were awarded €10,000 under the
AIB Better Ireland Awards. Their winning project, A Sense of Self is an 'atist in
residency' project that targeted children of a variety of ages and abilities within the North
Meath area.
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The resulting product of the project is a giant book created by the children of Kells and
North Meath. The book incorporates aspects of each of the senses including music,
sound and movement, touch and smell. It was designed to allow children with learning or
physical disabilities to experience the book at its fullest.

Children from Kells, Ballinlough, Athboy and Kilmainhamwood designed and created the
book with acclaimed sculptor Anne Meldon Hugh. Each page explores different senses
and the giant book will tour the county allowing children throughout Meath to enjoy and
benefit from it and discover their own interpretation of the world in a safe and nurturing
environment.

Three groups worked collaboratively for a six month period, on the book. During these
workshops the group themselves also benefitted by exploring the following issues as
they worked on completing the book:

* Who they are?

* Where do they see themselves in the wider community and world?

¢ What they contribute to the world?

* How can the world positively enhance their lives?

* How our senses inform us regarding our likes, dislikes, wants and needs?

The groups who gave their time, energy and imagination so freely to create this
wonderful book include:

¢ Kilmainhamwood Community Child care

» Special Hands Support group for children with special needs in Kells

¢ The No Name Club Athboy

Thanks to all involved!




    
